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Coal Section, Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
Coal Bond Release Instructions 

(Updated March 2026) 
 
 
Include all of the following in the application: 

1. Cover Letter 
2. SMP Bond Release Form (attached) 

a. Fill in all blanks and provide a detailed answer for each question. Write “None” 
or “N/A” or “See Attachment” if that is the correct answer.  

3. Public Notice (example attached) 
a. Public Notice must contain all required information pursuant to ARM 

17.24.1112(b) through (h). Use attached example to ensure all required 
information is included.  

4. Copies of letters to landowners per 82-4-232(6)(a), MCA 
5. Bond Release Legal Description and Landowner List (attached) 
6. Relevant maps: 

a. Copies in both PDF and CAD 

Email complete package to DEQCoal@mt.gov if under 6MB. 
If over 6MB, send package as a Zip File to DEQCoal@mt.gov through the State File Transfer 
Service.  
 
Public Notice instructions: 
Upon Completeness Determination, applicant will need to initiate the public notice as follows:  

1. Pursuant to ARM 17.24.1112(a) the applicant shall advertise the approved public notice 
of the application in a newspaper of general circulation in the locality of the permit area 
at least once a week for four consecutive weeks with a 30-day comment period after 
last date of publication.  

2. Per ARM 17.24.1111(6) the applicant shall submit proof of publication of the 
advertisement, please email the affidavit to DEQCoal@mt.gov once received. 

Bond instructions: 
Upon Approval, applicant would need to submit bond rider according to the amount 
determined in the approval letter if applicable in order to reduce the bond amount.  For bond 
documents sent to DEQ: 

1. Once signed by company representative and notarized, send a scanned copy to Ashley 
Eichhorn (aeichhorn@mt.gov) for an initial review.  

2. Send original bond document, preferably via FedEx or UPS for tracking, to DEQ Coal 
Section, 2401 Colonial Drive, Helena MT 59601. 

Air, Energy & Mining Division 
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3. Be sure to provide an updated Proof of Agency if information has changed with updates 
to Ownership and Control.  
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		Bond Release Legal Description and Landowner Information

		Legal Description						Surface Owner Information										Mineral Owner Information

		Township/Range		Section(s)		Area		Name		Address		City 		State		Zip		Note if Mineral Ownership is State, Federal, or Tribal

		T2N, R43E		1		SE1/2		Example		123 Street		Helena		MT		59601		State of Montana-DNRC





Mineral
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		T2N, R43E		1		SE1/2		Example		123 Street		Helena		MT		59601
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Bond Release Public Notice

Notice is hereby given that COMPANY NAME, with its offices located at: MAILING ADDRESS, CITY, STATE ZIP has filed an application with the Coal Section, Mining Bureau of the Department of Environmental Quality for bond release REVISION NUMBER of MINE NAME, Permit PERMIT NUMBER, which was originally permitted OR last renewed on DATE.



The proposed bond release area containing ACRES is located near in COUNTY, Montana. The general legal description of the area is as follows:

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF BOND RELEASE AREA

 

The total bond amount for MINE NAME is $BOND AMOUNT and a release of $AMOUNT REQUESTED is being sought.



DESRIPTION OF RECLAMATION WORK AND DATE COMPLETED (YYYY)



[bookmark: _Hlk193350898]An electronic copy of the application is available for inspection on the Montana Department of Environmental Quality Coal Section’s website, the LOCAL LIBRARY/PUBLIC OFFICE, or can be requested by emailing DEQCoal@mt.gov. 



Written comments, objections and/or requests for informal conference on this application may be submitted to the Department of Environmental Quality, Coal Section, P.O. Box 200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901 or by emailing DEQCoal@mt.gov within 30 days of the final publication of this notice. 







[Type text]	[Type text]	[Type text]








SMP Bond Release Form

Updated March 2026
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Coal Section, Montana Department of Environmental Quality
Bond Release Form

(Updated March 2026)



[bookmark: _Hlk192144129]This application form is for bond release pertaining to Phases I, II, III, IV and/or Undisturbed acres. 



Per Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM) 17.24.1111(2), applications must be filed at times or seasons that allow the department to evaluate properly the reclamation operations alleged to have been completed. 

SECTION A – APPLICANT INFORMATION

1. Site Name:      

Permit Number:      

Date Permit Approved:      


2. Name of Applicant:      
Address:      
City:       State:       Zip Code:      
Office Phone:      Fax:       


SECTION B – BOND RELEASE INFORMATION

1. 

		Name of Bonding Agent

		Address

		City

		State

		Zip Code

		Bond No(s)



		     

		     

		     

		     

		     

		     



		     

		     

		     

		     

		     

		     



		     

		     

		     

		     

		     

		     



		     

		     

		     

		     

		     

		     



		     

		     

		     

		     

		     

		     







2. Current bond amount held by DEQ: $0.00


3. Total amount of bond requested for release: $0.00



4. The type and appropriate dates of reclamation work performed;       



5. A description of the results achieved as they relate to the permittee’s approved reclamation plan;       



6. Legal Description of Bond Release Area:      



7. Bond Release Phases

		Phase

		Acres

*no decimals

		Dollar Amount  Requested



		Phase I: (Defined in ARM 17.24.1116(6)(a))

		0

		$0.00



		Phase II: (Defined in ARM 17.24.1116(6)(b))

		0

		$0.00



		Phase III: (Defined in ARM 17.24.1116(6)(c))

		0

		$0.00



		Phase IV: (Defined in ARM 17.24.1116(6)(d))

		0

		$0.00



		Undisturbed Acres

		0

		$0.00







8. Breakdown of Final Bond Release Acres 
(Only applies to Phase IV, Undisturbed, or Pre-1989 Phase III)

		

		Permit Acreage Mineral

		Permit Acreage Surface



		 Federal:

		0

		0



		Tribal:

		0

		0



		State:

		0

		0



		Private:

		0

		0



		County:

		0

		0



		Total:

		0

		0







9. In addition, as part of any bond application, the permittee shall submit copies of letters that the permittee has sent to adjoining property owners, local governmental bodies, planning agencies, and sewage and water treatment authorities or water companies in the locality of the operation, notifying them of the permittee’s intention to seek release from the bond. Please indicate the letters included in the application: 



a. |_| Adjoining landowners (this should include all landowners for the entire permitted area as well as any landowner adjacent to the permit boundary per 82-4-232(6)(a), MCA)

b. |_| Local governmental bodies

c. |_| Planning agencies

i. |_| Check here if N/A

ii. |_| Check here if covered under local governmental bodies

d. |_| Sewage and water treatment authorities or water companies in locality of operation

i. |_| Check here if N/A

ii. |_| Check here if covered under local governmental bodies

e. Include addresses in letters or a table/list of addresses as applicable. Use the example spreadsheet or incorporate a similar format within the application. 



SECTION C – CERTIFICATION *MUST BE CONSISTENT WITH DESIGNATION OF PERMIT COORDINATOR

Pursuant to ARM 17.24.1111(4), I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the materials and information contained in this application are complete and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.



Signature: 



[bookmark: Text106]Title:       						           



Date:         



Subscribed and sworn to before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public for the State of                                    this                       day of                                        , _________________.        

	



	__________________________________________



	Notary Public for the State of: ____________________

 Residing at: ____________________                                                                    

My Commission expires: ___________________                          

(SEAL) 
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